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Psalm 49

The Context: The psalm condemns "They that trust in their wealth"  and our reading in 
Exodus 11:2  talks about the Egyptians giving silver and gold to the Israelites:

Exodus 11:2 - “let every man borrow of his neighbor, and every woman of her neighbor, 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold.”  

What is the proper use of wealth? The valuables collected by Israel eventually ended up 
in the Tabernacle and its furnishings.

The Psalm also speaks of the universality of death (not just for the firstborn)  and the 
inability of humans to redeem themselves from the grave. The Exodus readings about 
the redemption at Passover resonate with the declaration in Psalm 49:15 -  "But God 
will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me.”

Psalm 49:1-2 - "Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: Both 
low and high, rich and poor, together.

"low and high" - ben adam and ben iysh - 

"son of man (adam)" denotes mankind generally in contrast to deity or godhead, with 
special reference to their weakness and frailty

iysh (a contraction of enowsh) man, husband, the human race.

This is similar to :

Psalm 8:4 - "What is man (enowsh), that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man 
(adam), that thou visitest him?"

Son of Man is also used for the Messiah in Ezekiel and other passages.

Daniel 7:13 - "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man (bar 
enosh) came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him."

Psalm 49:4 - "I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying (a riddle, a 
trick) upon the harp."

The riddle:

Psalm 49:5 - "Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil (or misfortune)? [when] the 
iniquity (avon - sin or guilt contracted by sinning) of my heels compass me about?"
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heels - `aqeb - root for the name Jacob, heel, also "lier in wait"

Jacob was a trickster, so this is part of the "trick" - the riddle..

Rashi -  The iniquities that I tread with my heels, i.e. that I treat lightly, that I view as 
minor sins, they condemn me in judgment.

But more likely, as in the NET - "Why should I be afraid in times of trouble, when the 
sinful deeds of deceptive men (aqeb - liers in wait, biting at the heels) threaten to 
overwhelm me?"

Recall that the Deliverer would be bruised in his heel when he crushes the serpent 
(Genesis 3:15)

Psalm 49:11-12 - "Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and 
their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names. 
Nevertheless man being in honor abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish."

Looking at self, natural humanity is doomed to perish like beasts, despite wealth or 
power. But as Christ became one with us in our humanity, man is seen as made in the 
image of God, "a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and 
honor" (Psalm 8:5). 

Matthew 10:28 - “Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul.”

Psalm 49:15 - "But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall 
receive me. Selah."

The Targum of this Psalm says: "He will lead me into his part or portion in the world to 
come."

Hosea 13:14 - "I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruction: repentance shall 
be hid from mine eyes."

The Targum on Hosea says : "David said by the spirit of prophecy, but God will redeem 
my soul from the judgment of hell"

1 Corinthians 15:55 - "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?"


